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Helmut Steiner, born September 20th, 1899 in Laupheim,
deceased

June 5th, 1992 in St.Gallen (Switzerland). Married to

Edith Steiner, née Nördlinger, born July 1st, 1900 in

St.Gallen,

deceased June 25, 1988 in St.Gallen.
- Heinrich (Yitzhak Heinrich) Steiner, born August 12th, 1931 in
Ulm,
- Martha (Martina) Steiner, born February 27th, 1935 in
St.Gallen.

Parents:
Melanie née Herz (1872 – 1956) and Simon L. Steiner (1864 –
1937)
Martha née Goldberg (1870 – 1908) and Isaac H. Nördlinger
(1858 –

1925).

Emigration of the family to St. Gallen/Switzerland in 1936.

The tannery and leather business Steiner, centrally located at the
beginning of the Kapellenstrasse., neighboring the present town hall.
Photo of the year 1925. (Photo: Bilderkammer Museum)

Not only his first years, but the whole life of Helmut Steiner was imprinted
by his descent from the tannery which had been founded by his
grandfather. Leopold, Leopold H. Steiner (1834-1904) was a son of the
legendary Heinrich Steiner (1794-1885) , the recipient of a royal medal
for his achievements concerning the construction of the railroad
connection Ulm-Friedrichshafen. As a young man Leopold served an
apprenticeship as a tanner; the booklet recording his travels through
Germany and the surrounding countries is still kept by the author in the
family archives. For instance he worked from April to July 1855 in
Rorschach (Switzerland) and then came via Zurich.to Bern. The tannery
was one of the most important economic enterprises in Laupheim,
together with the other three companies of the sons and grandsons of the
couple Miriam née Einstein (1769-1847) and Simon Victor Steiner (17621804): the estate of the castle “Schloss Gross-Laupheim”, the “Laupheim
Tools’ Factory LW” of, formerly Joseph Steiner and Sons, and the hops
trade of Simon H.Steiner.
The local historian Josef K.Braun uses the photo of the lower Kapellen
Street, taken in 1925 (page 493) for a detailed description of the
business. At the back of their home bearing the sign-board “Leopold
H.Steiner, tannery, leather trade,shoemakers´commodities, shafts and
transmissino belts” were the workshops and a big storage barn, as well as
an open space towards the “Bären” inn where the big oak tanning casks
were deeply inserted into the ground. Within these casks the raw skins
were treated within layers of shredded bark of oaks and firs. The tanning
process needed a lot of water which was easily available in that place. It
took months until the acid tanning juice transformed the skins into
leather.
About 1895:
Two Steiner
generations, in
elegant attire, in
front of the
Kapellenstrasse
house. On the
left: Simon
Leopold and his
wife Melanie née
Herz, on the
right
Fanny née
Rosengart and
Leopold Steiner.

The bark barn and drying rooms of the Steine tannery
the Gymnasium Strasse. Today the site is used as an unpaved parking lot.
(Photo: Ernest L Bergman, Bilderkammer Museum)

The chronicler Schenzinger wrote in 1897: “Out of a primitive workshop
the owner had developed his business favourably by skill and financial
investment into a real factory with a remarkable turnover. The main
establishment in the center of the town was completed by an extensive
area in the south of the town with the color casks and the wooden barns
for the purpose of drying and storing the tanning bark.” This area was at
the end of the Raben Street where for a long time the maintenance
department quarters of the town were located.
A comparison between the tanneries which existed in Laupheim around
1856 shows the decisive development and importance of the Steiner
tannery. In a report of 1871-72 the Steiner tannery was one of the few
establishments disposing of a steam boiler and a steam engine.

Helmut’s father, Simon (officially “Sigmund”), called “Gerberle” (the little
tanner) was born on June 18, 1864, as the only child of the couple Fanny
née Rosengart (1838-1931) and Leopold Steiner (1834-1904), as
recorded on a birth certificate by the “Royal Rabbinate of Laupheim”. After

elementary school he completed the “Latin” (Junior High) school existing
since 1872 (provisionally from 1869) and then went to the college “Royal
Gymnasium of Ulm” which he left after two years to report for “one year’s
voluntary “ military service”. Then came the time for his professional
training which he started on January 1st, 1879, with a two-and-a-halfyear apprenticeship at Heinrich Frankfurter in Stuttgart. According to the
“Apprentice Contract” of February16th, 1879 his father Leopold paid an
allowance , including board and lodging, of twice 400 Marks a year. The
last half year was free of charge. After the final apprenticeship exam he
worked at the tannery of Th. Dienstbach in Bingen on the Rhine. From
here he once sent his parents a small basket of grapes, closing his letter
with the request “Would you please send me some money, since I don’t
want to ask Mr. Dienstbach for it”.

Simon Leopold Steiner, despite his remarkable
height called “the little tanner” (Gerberle).
(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum)

At the age of 30 Simon married Melanie Herz from Ludwigshafen, who was
8 years younger than him, and in the same year he took over his father’s
business valued at 48,000 Marks. The picture of that time (see above,
p.493) shows the freshly married newly-wed couple with his parents
Fanny and Leopold Steiner-Rosengart. In 1896 their daughter Julie (Julia)
was born, and three years later their son Helmut. Even at an advanced
age he used to laugh about having to wear the clothes of his elder sister,
and the children of the neighborhood who used to tease him: “Helmut’s
wearing girls’ clothes”. At about the time of his birth the young family
moved into their newly-built home at Bronner Street no.2. The
grandparents Fanny née Rosengart and Leopold H.Steiner continued to
live in the tannery on the Kapellen Street. In the year 1904, when the
“grandfather, the tanner” died, his wife moved to their only son’s house
on the Bronner Street. She outlived her husband by nearly 30 years and
died at the ripe old age of 93 in the same year when her great-grandchild
Heinrich was born. Up to her death she was the undisputed head of the
clan, and everybody honored and cared for her. She was the third of the
nine children born to the couple Nanette née Kahn (1812-1881) and Josef
(1803-1885) Rosengart from Buttenhausen, a family with whose
descendants the family of Helmut Steiner was in close connection.
After the passing away of his father Leopold, Simon succeeded him in the
leading functions of the Jewish congregation which had been occupied by
tradition by members of the family: as chairman of the community, being
in charge of the poor-box, and as the trustee of “Matan b’seter” (“Give in
Silence” i.e. discreetly). When in 1923, in the wake of the inflation, the
assets of this foundation dwindled, he appealed to the former Jews of
Laupheim so that the capital could be restored. Also his wife Melanie née
Herz “cared discreetly for the needy of the town but did not want to be
mentioned in public – and that is exactly why she is remembered up to
this day” (see in “Schwaebische Heimat” vol.22/1 (1971) p.42 ). In
addition Simon personally took care of the Jewish cemetery and conducted
the synagogue choir which he accompanied on the harmonium (see the
concert program on p.497). He was an active member of the Jewish choir
“Frohsinn” and played music at home: they owned a piano made by the
still existing renowned firm of Pfeiffer in Stuttgart: Melanie and Simon
played music for 4 hands on it. (The music books of Strauss edited by
Peters no.1376b and the Hungarian dances by Brahms, Peters no.2100 a,
with the stamp “Simon L. Steiner Laupheim” are still in family use). The
two children took piano lessons (Julia) and violin (Helmut).
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Announcement from the year 1929 about today’s renewed election of the
two chairmen of the Jewish congregation: Simon L. Steiner and Jakob
Adler.
(From: Laupheimer Verkündiger)
In the year 1922 the former film pioneer Carl Laemmle of Laupheim
travelled with the cantor of the Laupheim synagogue Emil Elias Dworzan
(1856-1931) and Simon L.Steiner to Berlin where he financed the
recording of prayers from the religious services on 28 shellac records.
These were kept by Helmut Steiner whose descendants donated them to
the Laupheim Museum for the History of Christians and Jews and had
them converted unto a double CD recording edited in 2012 by the Haus
der Geschichte of Baden-Wuerttemberg in Stuttgart. In 1927, in
recognition of his 25 years of “uninterrupted, unselfish and blessed
activity for the welfare and prosperity of our congregation” he was
bestowed a silver vase and a certificate of honor. A similar token of
esteem was presented to him on his 70th birthday in 1934.
Like his father Simon (see above), Helmut Steiner (1899-1992) attended ,
from 1909, the junior high school (Latein- und Realschule) of Laupheim
opened in 1896. He continued his studies at the college (Progymnasium)
at Biberach where he lodged with the vocational school teacher Emil
Rexer and passed the intermediate-level exam. The familiy’s high esteem
for classical education was attested by the motto he was awarded by his
father on July 13th, 1913 “before your exam in Biberach and for all of
your further life”: “Quidquid agis, prudenter agas et respice finem –
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principiis obsta”. After these schools Helmut did not hesitate to learn the
trade of a tanner and to join the family business. He started as a trainee
at the tannery Breuninger in Backnang, where in July 1915 he was the
victim of a severe accident: his right forearm got stuck between a pulley
and the belt when the power transmission was carelessly operated, and
had to be amputated in an emergency operation. But thanks to his energy
he soon got used to performing all manipulations with his left hand: from
writing and shaving up to cycling and skiing. Immediately he returned to
his professional career. Later on he became a passionate driver and
acquired an open sports’ car, “Steiger” - Tourenwagen Typ 10/50 the
famous model 10/50 made by the firm of Steiger in Burgrieden near
Laupheim. Using his left hand, he manoeuvered it diligently over the Alps
and he loved it so much that he was nicknamed “Audole” (small car) by
his friends. For years, when doing manual work, he continued to make use
of the long cotton coat which protected him against the dust of the road;
his tight leather cap has been exhibited since 2014 on the 2nd floor of the
House at the Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim. When he had to learn afresh
to do things using his left hand, he was helped by the experience of the
disabled from the world war: so for instance by means of an instruction
sheet for the one-armed (“Merkblatt fuer Einarmige”) edited in Stuttgart
in 1915. Up to his old age he expressed the opinion that his life was saved
by the fact that due to the accident he was no longer called up for military
service. Another positive consequence was his family’s enduring friendship
with the deaconess nurse Mina Hess of Fellbach who cared for him at that
time and later joined a Christian mission in China.
In 1916 he was treated in nearby Singen (Hohentwiel) by Dr. Erich Lexer
(1867-1937), a pioneer in plastic and reconstructive surgery and
successor of Prof. Sauerbruch in Munich. Lexer tried to fit him with an
artificial limb but he never got accustomed to it. Through all of his life he
suffered from pains caused by the severed nerves (neuromas) left on his
maimed arm.
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Program of a joint concert of the synagogue choirs of Ulm and Laupheim
conducted Simon L.Steiner.
(Archives R. Emmerich)
9

In order to complete his studies Helmut attended the German College of
Tannery in Freiburg (Saxonia) from 1922 – 1923,where he made life-long
friendships (Wolgien, Praepke, Cristian Rostock. Kurt Lindgens, Fritz
Rosenfelder) and took part in the activities of the students’ society
“Eichenlaub”. On Mai 12/13, 1924 the chamber of commerce of Ulm
granted him his diploma as a master tanner.
However, his following professional activity at the family business was not
to last long. The tannery suffered from the economic consequences of the
war and the inflation, and the technical development of the profession
would have required heavy investments. At about the same time Helmut
was approached by his relatives in the Steiner family’s hops business
where, after the deaths of Louis Steiner (1911) and his son Heinrich
(1918) two additional blows of fate had to be overcome: in America
William, the son of Sam S.Steiner, died of typhoid fever (1902-1924), and
Samuel Victor Steiner, a cousin of Sam’s, fell victim to a blood poisoning.
As an immediate consequence, Julius, the younger son of Hedwig SteinerReinemann, moved to New York, and Helmut entered the Laupheim
business in 1926. He started as an office employee, obtained procuration
and quickly advanced to the position of manager. As the family member
resident in Europe he was responsible for the firm’s European business. At
the same time, in addition to this change in his career, he got engaged to
Edith Noerdlinger from St.Gallen. Her father Isaac (Sigmund) was born in
Laupheim, the son of Hirsch Noerdlinger (1819-1898) and Judith née
Steiner (1829-1871) and had emigrated in his younger years to St.Gallen
where he became a renowned manufacturer of embroidery. Judith was the
sister of Simon H. and Leopold H. Steiner, and Hirsch was the son of Isaac
(1791-1847) and Babette née Steiner (1794-1847), a sister of Heinrich’s.
But the families Steiner and Noerdlinger were not only doubly related by
marriage but close friends with each other. They frequently exchanged
letters, spent their vacations together, and helped each other in distress.
So it happened that Helmut and Edith knew each other from childhood.

Advertisements of the Steiner tannery firm in the local paper
“Laupheimer Verkuendiger” from the years 1924 and 1925.
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Edith Steiner née Noerdlinger (1900-1988) had grown up with her only
sister Linda (1904-1981) in the house of her father, cared for by their
American aunt Elsie Goldberg who had moved to the St.Gallen family after
the untimely death of her mother. Therefore she was familiar with the
English language, and after a stay in the French part of Switzerland was
also fluent in French. In St.Gallen, at the first college of its kind in
Switzerland, she studied to be a nursery school (Kindergarten) teacher
and in 1923 was awarded her diploma. After a few years in practice her
father passed away, and shortly afterwards her aunt, too. At the
University of St.Gallen (then called the “Handels-Hochschule”) she
acquired the diploma of an English teacher. When she married and moved
to Laupheim she lost – according to the law at that time – her Swiss
citizenship and became a German. The first apartment of the young
couple was in the Radstrasse, until they bought a plot in the KoenigWilhelm-Strasse, exactly behind the present town hall, and erected a villa
there. Their courtyard was adjacent to the plot of the family tannery.
When Helmut joined the hops business, the production was by and by
discontinued. The business shifted to the trading of raw skins, until it was
dissolved entirely. This development was accelerated by the hostility of
the National Socialists against the distinguished master tanner Simon L.
Steiner, by a malicious denunciation about alleged fraud, and the
conviction by the jury of Ulm following his “confession” enforced by the
political situation. During his stay in the prison of Rottenburg (Neckar) he
got severely ill and died a broken man in the University Hospital of
Tuebingen. The funeral service at the Synagogue of Laupheim on Sep.8,
1937, was conducted by the chairman of the congregation Jonas Weil
(1871-1942) whose wife Cilly was a Noerdlinger by birth, and by the last
teacher at the Jewish school of Laupheim, Heinz Säbel (1913–1982), who
succeeded in finding refuge in Sweden at the last moment in 1939 (the
eulogy is kept in the family archives).
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Shortly after moving into their new home their son Heinrich was born in
the private hospital “Johanneum“ in Ulm; an enormous circle of family
and friends gave him a lively welcome as a promising heir, appreciating
the founding of a family as a token of confidence within these times of
political uncertainty. The ritual “Brith Mila” (circumcision) was performed
on August 24 in the same clinic by Edith’s uncle Dr. Simon Noerdlinger
from Buchau. When their daughter Martha was born three and a half years
later, the parents drove over the border to Switzerland where Edith had
grown up previously. They were aware of the precarious times and began
to prepare their emigration. Helmut Steiner remembers in his memories:
“For myself … the work got more awful from day to day, in particular as a
partner in the management became an ardent anti-Semite”. The first sign
of his reaction towards the political situation was his letter to the
Laupheim athletic club, as a consequence of the “message of the new
leader of the German Athletic Club”, regarding the expulsion of the Jewish
members: “I immensely regret to draw the logical consequence and to ask
you to discharge me from my position as member of the committee;
likewise I declare the resignation of myself and of my wife from the
Laupheim athletic club (Turnverein)”. Furthermore, he thanked the
members for their loyal comradeship and the trust they had expressed in
electing him a member of the board. He asked them to let a needy
member benefit from the sum he had paid to the travel fund of the
German Athletic Assembly. According to the “Nuremberg laws” of 1935
and the injunction to keep non-Jewish household staff, they had to
dismiss their faithful nurse Josefine Hannes. Her father Johannes had been
for years a foreman in the tannery, and her mother an employee in their
parents’ household in the Bronnerstrasse. Due to her forceful dismissal
their twenty-year-old daughter renounced the worldly life, and joined,
under the name of Sister Manfrieda, the order of the Sisters of Mercy
(Barmherzige Schwestern). Here she trained and qualified as a
Kindergarten teacher. From 1940 till 1984 she worked in Aalen and in
Markelsheim, and the last years of her life she spent at the Order’s old
people’s home “Maria Hilf” in Untermarchtal. The close and friendly
contact with the Steiner family was never interrupted until her passing
away in 2008.
In 1936, Edith and Helmut Steiner were lucky to get all of their belongings
out of Germany and into Switzerland. They settled in St.Gallen where
Edith had grown up. Their apartment also housed the offices of the new
firm he had established together with Sam and Julius Steiner: the “Hopfen
Import and Export GmbH”. Shortly afterwards the firm was renamed
“Steiner Hopfen GmbH” (Steiner Hops Ltd.) with the striking cable address
“hop-swiss st. gallen” which soon became a household word. In 1938 the
Laupheim hop business was liquidated. The local real estate company
existed formally till after the war. The Swiss company was closed from
1939-1945 as Helmut Steiner objected to any commercial connection with
Nazi Germany and territories which they occupied. However he now had
the time to care for his family and to volunteer in the Jewish congregation.
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For years he acted as the treasurer and the local representative in the
Association of Israelite Congregations in Switzerland. Also his wife Edith
became socially active: on the Board of the St. Gallen Home-nursing
Circle (“Heimpflege”), in the Jewish Womens’ Association
(“Frauenverein”), and in the Women’s’ Parliament of St.Gallen
(“Frauenzentrale”). Both of them cared, during the war years, for their
relatives who joined them from Laupheim, as well as for Jewish children
refugees whom they accommodated.

Edith and Helmut Steiner with son Heinrich and daughter Martha about
1936/37.
(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum)
After the war, and before he acquired Swiss citizenship, Helmut Steiner
was the first to return to Laupheim. His trips to occupied Germany
equaled expeditions. Loaded with gasoline for the car, and coffee,
cigarettes and silk stockings as “legal” tender, he was separated from his
family in Switzerland for weeks. His intention was to rebuild the main
business in Laupheim: “When I arrived at the end of 1945 for the first
time at Laupheim and Tettnang, the hop firm with all its assets was gone,
and the real estate company an empty entity. The buildings and the
plots, and also the hop farm (in Siggenweiler near Tettnang) still existed,
but were in other people’s possession” (Helmut Steiner memories). The
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warehouses were empty, the firm had lost its clients and had no assets
except a balance of 1800 Reichsmarks which had been overlooked by the
authorities.
On his next trip to New York he managed to persuade the owners of the
hops business to rebuild the Laupheim firm and to invest the necessary
funds to start the business. With the support of the attorney Dr. G.
Offtermatt of Ravensburg and the previous and loyal employees Karl Haid
and Josef Schoenle who were appointed managers of the hop trade
business respectively the real estate company, he succeeded “under
immense difficulties” (Helmut Steiner) to set the firm in motion. On his
trips to Laupheim he constantly avoided entering into conversation with
people whose views and opinions were not known to him. He did not go to
any hotel and spent his nights on the sofa in the living room of his former
neighbours and loyal friends, Otto Volz and his family, until the butcher
Xaver Bertele opened his hotel “Zum Wyse”.
Helmut Steiner used his visits to Laupheim, too, to deal with the affairs of
the former Jewish congregation and its members. Concerning this Ernst
Schaell reported: “It was due to him that soon after the end of the war
the cemetery regained its dignified state. His initiatives were varied and
must not be forgotten. The town administration acknowledged his
competence and authority and took him seriously”. He also ensured that
the deceased internees of the former camp Biberach-Birkendorf and
victims from the concentration camps which had been freed by the Allies,
who were buried in Laupheim, obtained decent tombstones. He also did
not spare any pains to discover their identity. On recent graves which
well-meaning Laupheim people had provided with crosses, Jewish
tombstones were erected. The allied soldiers who were buried here were
exhumed and transferred to their homeland. Due to an initiative of Helmut
Steiner, in 1955 the following text was attached to the monument for the
fallen Jewish soldiers of the first World War, which was originally drafted
by the Laupheim artist Friedrich Adler: “A previously attached plaque had
been forcefully removed in the years 1933-1945. This new plaque is
dedicated to the Jewish victims of those horrible times. May peace
henceforth rule upon this site”. It was his achievement that the lot where
the synagogue stood until 1938, was put at the disposal of the Free
Protestant Community (Baptists) for the erection of a place of worship.
After more than 40 years in service at Steiner Hops, Helmut Steiner
retired from business in 1969, in order to devote himself to his hobbies
and to his family and to enjoy the home which was built in the meantime
on a hill above the city of St.Gallen. He took care of the garden, attended
to his collections (antique mugs, faiences, stamps) and put old family
documents and photos in order. The home of Edith and Helmut Steiner
remained a destination for visitors from all over the world. Frequently,
official and personal delegations from Laupheim also arrived, in order to
convey their congratulations (the cover of such an album is exhibited on
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the 2nd floor of the House at the Jewish Cemetery). His vivacity and
humor, his interest and appreciation of art and culture and all affairs of
public importance, as well as his cautious and responsible behavior in
business provided him and his wife with many lasting friendships. In the
meantime both of their children had founded their own families. Their son
Heinrich had emigrated with his wife Marianne née Wallach (1942-2001)
to Israel where they had four children (Daniel 1966, Michael 1968, Judith
1970 and Neomi 1975). Their daughter Martha lived with her husband
Vincent C. Frank and daughter Simone (1968) first in Bern and then in
Basel. After the passing away of his wife Edith (1988) his energies
dwindled, but he was granted the privilege of concluding his life, according
to his last wish, in his own home. The Laupheim press acknowledged him
under the headline “All the years he remained in his heart a man from
Laupheim” with the words “Until his last years his great personality, his
lively spirit and his warm-heartedness impressed everyone he met”.
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Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim, hrsg. von Karl Neidlinger (2006) S. 20.
27) Das schön gebundene „Strauss-Album“ der Edition Peters No. 1376 b
sowie die „Ungarischen Tänze“ von Brahms (Peters No. 2100 a) mit
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werden musste. Am 20. Sept wurde er aus dem Wilh. Spital Stgt
entlassen“ (Original im Privatarchiv).
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Autofabrik in den 20er Jahren. Laupheim (Selbstverlag) 1999, 160 S., und
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Homepage http://www.steiger-burgrieden.de .
35) Im Besitz des Verf.
36) Wie Anm. 20.
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38) Original des Meisterbriefs im Privatarchiv.
39) Vgl. GIMBEL, Louis Steiner 3rd: Steiner. Broschüre, neue Auflage,
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im Druck befindlichen Vortrag des Verf. an den Laupheimer Gesprächen
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Württemberg nach 1933. Gerlingen (Bleicher Verlag) 1982, S. 295.

aus
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BRAUN (loc.cit.) Bd.II 1988
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Heft 4 (Okt.–Dez.1996) S. 413–14; SCHAELL, Ernst: Friedrich Adler.
19
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